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I am afraid that we have lost part of our influence in the
neighbouring countries, and that the numo of Britain is less
formidable than heretofore ; but if reputation is lost, it is
time to recover it, and I doubt not but it may be recovered
by the same means that it was at first obtained. Our
armies may be yet equally destructive, and our money
equally persuasive.

We have not yet suffered, amidst all our misconduct,
our naval force to be diminished; our sailors yet retain
their ancient courage, and our fleets are sufficient to keep
the dominion of the ocean, and prescribe limits to the com-
merce of every nation. While this power remains unim-
paired, while Britain retains her natural superiority, and
asserts the honour of her flag in every clinmtc, wo cannot
become despicable, nor can any nation ridicule our me-
naces or scorn our alliance. We may still extend our in-
fluence to the inland countries, and awe those nations
which we cannot invade.

To preserve this power let us watch over the disposal of
our money ; money is the source of dominion; those na-
tions may be formidable for their afiluonco which are not
considerable for their numbers; and by a negligent profu-
sion of their wealth, the most powerful people may lan-
guish into imbecility, and sink into contempt*

If the grant which is now demanded will bo sufficient to
produce the ends to which it is proponed to be applied, if
we are assured of the proper application of it, I shall agree
to it without hesitation. But though it cannot be affirmed
that the sum now demanded is too high a price for the
liberties of Europe, it is at least more than ought to be
squandered without effect, and we ought at least to know
before we grant it, what advantages may be expected
from it.

May not the sum demanded for the support of the queen
of Hungary be employed to promote very different inter-
ests ? May it not be lavished to support that power, to
which our grants have too long contributed? that power
by which ourselves have been awed, and the administration
has tyrannised without control?

If this sum is really intended to support the queen of